
To Environment Committee Chairmen Sen. Christine Cohen, Rep. Joseph Gresko, and

Distinguished Members

And

Transportation Committee Chairmen Sen. Will Haskell, Rep. Roland Lemar, and Distinguished

Members

I would like to thank co- chairs, Representative Lemar, Senator Haskell, vice chairs - Senator

Cassano and Representative Sims and ranking members, Representative Carney and Senator

Somers for the opportunity to submit written testimony in support of SB-4 - an act concerning the

Connecticut clear air act.

Pierre Lallement rode his bicycle from Ansonia to New Haven in 1866 to file the first US patent for a
pedal bicycle.    The history of the bicycle in Connecticut has always been tied to transportation, and
the addition of an electric motor to a bicycle makes it possible to ride further, with greater load, or
over more diverse terrain more easily.  This bill will allow greater access for more people to buy and
use modern electric bicycles in their daily lives.

Electric bicycles can replace many trips that might otherwise be taken in an automobile.  A 2017
National Household Travel Survey states that 95% of one way household trips are 30 miles or less.
This is well within the range of many electric bicycles.  According to the Institute of Transportation
Studies at UC Davis, electric bicycle costs “are one of the strongest barriers to adoption.”  By
providing incentives to purchase an electric bicycle, our state can reduce the cost of entry and help
to improve transportation equity.

The benefit of an electric bicycle is magnified when electric cargo bicycles are considered - already
built to carry heavy loads, these bicycles tend to get strong motors and batteries.  Unfortunately
these bicycles come with a greater cost, and the two thousand dollar proposed cap that is included
in the proposed voucher program would exclude many of these options.  An amendment to the bill
increasing this cap to at least three thousand dollars would allow more options to the people of
Connecticut and greater suit their needs.

Thank you,
Greg Ledovsky
New Haven, CT 06511

https://www.energy.gov/eere/vehicles/articles/fotw-1042-august-13-2018-2017-nearly-60-all-vehicle-trips-were-less-six-miles
https://www.energy.gov/eere/vehicles/articles/fotw-1042-august-13-2018-2017-nearly-60-all-vehicle-trips-were-less-six-miles
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/3mm040km#main

